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Overview

During Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) Signups 15, 16, and 18, some
CRP participants agreed to:

1 create and maintain open areas of
native herbaceous and/or shrub
plantings best suited for wildlife on 15
to 20 percent of the CRP acreage;
and/or

2 thin existing tree stands.

CRP offers were more likely to be
accepted because of the increased
benefit for wildlife.

Participants agreed to complete the tree
thinning and/or creation of open areas
within 3 years of the CRP contract
effective date.

Some reports from U.S. Forest Service,
industry representatives, producers, and
others have indicated that sufficient
contractors are not available to conduct
the agreed-upon tree thinning.

Time to Create Open Areas and/
or Thin Trees and Contracts Can
Be Extended 3 Years

CRP participants with practice CP11,
Trees Already Established, who agreed
to thin or establish open areas, may:

1 modify their contract by adding 3
years to the term of the contract and
to conduct agreed-upon creation of
open areas/and or thinning;

2 terminate their CRP contract without
refunds or liquidated damages; or

3 make no changes to the contract and
create open areas and/or thin trees
within the initial agreed-upon 3 years.

Adding 3 Years to Contract and
Requirement to Create Open
Areas and/or Thin Trees

CRP participants who offered to thin
existing stands or to thin existing
stands and create and maintain open
areas may take up to 6 years from the
effective date of the CRP contract to
complete the required activity provided
they also agree to modify and extend
the CRP contract for 3 additional years
with no additional annual rental pay-
ment.

Contract Termination

CRP participants who agreed to create
open areas and/or thin trees for wildlife
may terminate all or a portion of their
contract without having to refund
payments or pay liquidated damages if
the creation of open areas and/or
thinning has not  been completed.

Acreage termination is irrevocable.  The
acreage terminated may not be rein-
stated and will be ineligible to be
reoffered for enrollment.

Continuing the Contract Without
Any Changes

Participants may continue the CRP
contract that provides for creation of
open areas and/or tree thinning within 3
years of the contract’s effective date.
All terms of the contract will remain the
same.

Signup Period

CRP participants may take advantage of
these options from now through Septem-
ber 1, 2000.

Extending Contracts by 3 Years

CRP participants should visit their local
USDA service center and ask the Farm
Service Agency for a copy of the CRP-
1H Addendum, CRP-1 Modification to
Extend the Expiration Date For 3 Years.

Rental Outlays Not Increased

Remaining annual payments will be
prorated over the extended period.

The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program informa-
tion (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-
2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA.
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 14th and Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or
call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is
an equal employment opportunity employer.


